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Glen Johnson

Whoa! It is tough to cover 50 years since high school 
without seriously boring everyone. So here’s an encapsulated 
version. I definitely zig-zagged a bit. I attended UW-Seattle, 
graduating in mechanical engineering.

Married in 1967Susan McGee (NSHS ‘63). We lived in 
Boston and then in Munich three years each) where I worked 
as an engineer and Susan taught primary grades. We 
returned from the ‘old country’ in ‘73 at which time I took a 
pre-dental year at the UW-Seattle. I was lucky enough to enter 
dental school (UW) one year later in ’74 and after finishing, I 
established a solo practice in Olympia. 

That was one of the zigs, and now for a zag. I taught a 
bit at the UW dental school while in Olympia and discovered 
I wanted more of it. So we packed up as a family of five, and headed off to the University of Michigan for 
two years for post-doc training in the field of dental materials. In 1983, I joined the UW School of Dentistry 
as full-time faculty member and have been at it since.  

I maintained an outside private 
practice in Seattle albeit on a 
part-time basis given restrictions 
associated with a full-time UW 
appointment. I have very much 
enjoyed the mix of teaching, 
research and practice and do not 
yet have plans to retire from the 
UW.  But Susan is tugging on me 
to take the plunge at least partially. 
For full disclosure, I discontinued 
my outside practice a few years 
back which reduced the stress factor 
enormously.  

Our three children are married 
and with children.  Erika (George) 
and family are in Portland and our 

boys, wives and kids live on Queen Anne hill in Seattle not far from us. We seem to be overly busy like 
all of you, but no complaints. For R&R, we can be found quite often enjoying rural life at our place in my 
hometown of Naselle in SW Washington.  


