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By Kris Campbell Lockard

What happens when a group of old 
friends gather together who just 
happen to be some of the funniest 

people on the planet?  An afternoon of hilarity, 
sharing of life stories, and the best homemade 
pizza this side of Chicago.

May 26, 2009 was the date for this potluck 
mini-reunion. It was held at Kris Campbell 
Lockard’s home in Keizer, Oregon. Attendees 
were Steve Stivers, from Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, Lark Brandt from Hillsboro, Carol 
Boers Markt from West Linn, Phyllis Jenks 
Bauer from Salem, and JoAn Silke Walpole from 
Eugene.  Ken Birrell was also going to attend 
but had to cancel at the last minute due to an 
unexpected houseguest.

Steve had come from Colorado to Silverton 
to work on his father’s house and had been in 
communication via email with Ken Birrell. So plans 
were made to get the old gange together while Steve 
was in Oregon.

Steve wanted to know what had happened to each 
of the others since 1963. While eating Lark’s Best Darn 
Homemade Pizza Ever, each attendee shared with Steve 
their lives’ events from schooling, marriage, babies, 
professions, to grandbabies and retirement activities.

Steve is currently working as a civilian advisor to 
the Air Force, training staff in the software/hardware 
of defense systems.  Lark is still running her sportswear 
company, Fleetwear.  JoAn, who has more energy than 
what ought to be legal, is gallivanting all over the country 
welcoming one new grandchild after another.  Phyllis 
has oozed into full retirement with her jewelry making 
and immense garden.  Carol is busy with four grown 
sons and also volunteering at OHSU and Doernbecher 
Children’s Hospital doing animal assisted therapy.  Kris is 
still doing her photography after 11 years, with retailers 
in both Oregon and Washington.

The group had such an enjoyable time together, they 
got together again last Fall when Steve was returning to 
Oregon with his wife, Joyce.

Pictured above front row, left to right: JoAn Silke Walpole, Lark 
Brandt, Carol Boers Markt. Back row, left to right, Phyllis Jenks 
Bauer, Kris Campbell Lockard and Steve Stivers.
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Editor’s Note …

Well by the time you will read 
this my husband and I will 
be south for the winter.  

We are now official snow birds. A 
combination of events last January 
resulted in our buying a small house in 
the retirement community of Sun City 
Palm Desert (east of Palm Springs, 

CA).  Ever been to one of those places?  It’s full of old 
people driving around in golf carts. They even have rows 
of golf cart parking at a nearby grocery store. We’ll have 
to get one someday.  There is no lack of things to do with 

Success is hard to evaluate, but when the first hour of 
our mini-reunion this year at Bush Park provided no 
one to share our meager offers, we concluded that the 

newsletter staff is through organizing mini-reunions for 
awhile. Luckily for us, we did have a few classmates show 
and we did have a good time. We would personally like 
to thank Toby Pomeroy, Bill Nichols, Diane and Dennis 
Reynolds, Dave and Donna Zeit, and Lynn & Helen Darst 
help make the Bush Park Mini-Reunion a success.

The men of the class of 1962 called for a men’s only 
coffee on the third Thursday of each month and ended up 
with 25 or 30 classmates.  (www.62saxons.com website)  
Becky Lorenz Gough and friends were able to gather 
some classmates that live near Surprise, Arizona in 2008. 

Kris Campbell Lockard and friends (in the article on the 
front page) show that a few e-mails or phone calls can put 
people back in touch.

It’s Your turn.   If you would like to host a 
mini-reunion in your area, let the newsletter staff help 
you find the people in your area. You would be surprised.  
Then take lots of pictures and write a short note on how 
much fun it is to reconnect with old friends.

Let us know when you get something pulled together.  
We would be happy to advertise in the Class of 63 
newsletter if the timing is right, and for sure, posted on the 
Class of 63 Blog.  Then in another few years, we will need 
people to step forward to help plan our 50th reunion.  

Enjoy the photos below from the mini-reunion.

Regional Mini-Reunions – It’s Your Turn

60 chartered clubs here. Several are of interest, including 
hiking, tennis, quilting, computer, camera, as well as lots 
of golf groups. Don’t know if the body is up for softball. 
Then there is the wine connoisseurs club. Now, that sounds 
like one I need to check out.

I hope you have a wonderful winter. Please share your 
comings and goings with your classmates by sending a note 
to any one of the newsletter staff. We love hearing from 
you and I know your classmates will, too. Don’t want to 
write a note?  Just send a picture.

Bernadette Barrett
rlbdbarrett@aol.com



– 5 –

Notes From Classmates…

Dear Newsletter Staff,
Thank you for all of the hard work of putting a 

newsletter together for our class. I look forward to reading 
about happenings, adventures of others, and of hearing 
who has passed on (my least favorite part - it seems that 
so many have died so young!)

The blog is fantastic! I really enjoy seeing the pictures 
in color and being able to look back at past newsletters. 
When my husband (class of  '61) sees the return address 
he is the first to open it to see if he recognizes anyone!

My life has been so non-adventurous that it is a delight 
to read about the adventures and world travels of others. I 
have taught for most of my life 1967 - 2006).  I continue 
to substitute because I really miss the classroom, I quilt, 
camp with my husband as he fishes and hunts, and enjoy 
my children and 6 grandkids! End of story!  So, you can 
see how exciting it is to hear about all the fun and exciting 
things others are doing.      

If you are sending newsletters online, please add 
my name to the list. My email address is: gclemens@
bendbroadband.com   It seems like postage, hardcopies 
of the newsletter, and additional work on your part are 
unnecessary. Enclosed is a donation to help a bit with 
expenses. Please keep up the great work!   

Thanks again for doing all that you do to keep the 
class of ‘63 connected.

Sincerely,
Sally Clinker Clemens

We are retired and living here because it is between 
New Hampshire and Kentucky in which we have sons, 
daughters-in-law and granddaughters. We love it here, 
although I would never have seen myself as an east coast 
“girl.” We spend a lot of time traveling, see our family and 
the history back here. 
We live in Lancaster, 
which is in the heart 
of Amish country, 
and often in the early 
morning we can hear 
the horses and buggies 
clip-clopping past 
the our house. The 
attached picture was taken with our granddaughter when 
we visited one of the Cape Cod lighthouses with our 
youngest son and family in May. We love having company 
and are in close proximity to Valley Forge, Independence 
Hall in Philadelphia and Gettysburg, as well as many other 
historical point of interest.

I will be thinking of you all as you gather for the 
mini-reunion.

Peggy

Sally Clinker Clements writes …

Peggy and Don Allan write 

Kathy Hightower writes …
The newsletter has taken much of my time but it’s helped 
my writing.  I have become a much better editor and more 
aware of the format needs in my own writing.  Did you 
see my May issue for my club?  I featured the article about 
Chuck and put in his photo.  If you want to see May or 
June its available at our website:   www.cwcWestValley.
org      If you want to use any of this info in the SSHS 
newsletter, go ahead, Barb.  I think Chuck’s friends would 
want to see that he was honored for Memorial Day. Many 
people who read the issue, even a lady in India, said they 
were touched by the article about my soldier friend, the 
name among so many on the Wall.

newsletter ContrIbutors:  
Many thanks go to the following classmates who have 

contributed funds to support our class news since the last 
newsletter issue. Thank you!

Sally Clinker Clemens
Paula Frederick Garlick

Chris Holm Kline
With your continuing financial support, we are able to 

keep the news coming your way. We have more email addresses 
now, but are still snail-mailing to many who do not have email 
or who have not provided an address. If you can receive the 
newsletter via email, please let someone on the newsletter 
staff know how to send it to you electronically. Or, if you are 
retrieving each issue from the SSHS Blog, let us know if you 
no longer need a print copy mailed. It all helps to reduce the 
number of print copies being sent.

We also need news! Please email a brief message or an article 
about your doings to any one of us for inclusion in a future 
issue. Classmates are interested to know about your activities, 
hobbies, travel, retirement, etc.

Jack Gilmore (Ricky and The 
Rockets) played for the 2nd 
annual concert at Kathken 
Vineyards in West Salem, on 
Orchard Heights Road on 
August 9. 
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List of Missing Classmates ...
Alton Albin
James Alexander
Michael Anderson
Olivia Berg Mitchell
Kathleen Glenn Callies
Gerald Chapel
Katy Clyde
Shirley Coon
Ray Cooprider
Schelly Culver
Joan Davidson
Karlet Davis
Robert A. Day
Marvin Dolezal 
James Donaldson
Carol Duggan
Mary Jean Eller
Ricki Fergeson
Steven Ferry
Beverly Jane Fillis
Larry Fisher
Stephen Fletchall
Karen Fortmiller Flint
Linda Gilkison Myers
Gary Fries
Pam Gruel
Carol Haynes
Joan Johnson Hudson
Max L. Huff
Ruthann Jennison McGovern

Paul Johnson
Joan Johnson
Janet Jones
Jane Louise Jones
Joseph King
Craig Kuhn (Nofsinger)
Judith Lind Kanoff
Diane Meloy Sandsburn
Kathy Merin Strickler
Verna Miller Benson
Michael E. Mischke
Elmer Mortenson
Virginia Moudy
Carol Murrin
Brian Neary
Elaine Nelson
David Nicholas
Nancy Owen Cherin
Elaine Pecht
John Reid
Stevie Romander
Rosemary Salchenberg
Richard Sanders
Patricia Standal
David Swenwold
Sharon Thompson
Gail Titus Redding Boatwright
Mary Walberg
David Wesley
Kathy Wilson

A Christmas picture of Kris Campbell, the Price 
twins, John Hughes when we were all little 
kids with Santa Claus.  Still don’t know the little 
girl with the two bows in her hair other than 
her last name was Travel or Fravel.  Jack & Jim 
Price are in front, left to right. (Do you think the 
jammies are red?)  Kris is sitting on Santa’s knee 
and she remembers those bunny slippers.  John 
Hughes, class of ‘62 is next and then the littlest 
child is Christy Cooley, class of ‘65.  Christy 
does not know that Santa is her daddy, Richard 

Cooley.  The picture was taken in the front room of Kris Campbell’s home 
on Argyle Drive probably in 1949.  Jim, Jack and Kris would have been 
four years old, John would have been five, Christy about three.  The picture 
appeared in the Statesman newspaper and in the Summer 2009 edition of 
the Class of '63 Newsletter.  

Answer to Guess Who? ...

blog:    sshs63.blogspot.com
Currently the blog has the most

up-to-date information about our
events and happenings.

All past newsletters are posted also.


